
It’s a call everyone dreads: “Hello, Dawn, your husband has been in an accident.” 

28 years ago, working the family farm, my husband Kim’s foot was caught in a piece of equipment. 
Losing blood, he was at risk of losing his life. Rushed to the Haldimand War Memorial Hospital, he 
lost his foot but his life was saved! Because the Hospital was close to home, Kim is alive today. And 
as lively as ever!

I’m thankful that, as a rural hospital, HWMH was equipped to treat these very kinds of life-
threatening injuries that happen when you least expect them but need help the most. As a grateful 
patient, your gift of $50, $100, $250… or more allows our Hospital to be there when we need it.

Now, you might be wondering why I’m writing you this letter, not Kim. It’s because I also have a 
personal story about the HWMH to share...

Last year, on Christmas Eve, I went to have my annual mammogram done at HWMH. A few days 
later, I was asked to return – something didn’t look right; the radiologist wanted to take a second 
look. Another mammogram was ordered and an ultrasound, just to be certain. 

Another call followed. It was my worst fear: I had breast cancer.

Two calls… two traumatic calls! But despite the devastating news, I knew I’d be alright. My family 
has always had great experiences at the HWMH: not only was Kim’s life saved there, I also gave life 
to my two children at the Hospital. Both were delivered by caesarean section.

Because of the great care our Hospital is famous for, I knew that I could fight this cancer.

In April, I had a bilateral mastectomy. The doctors were able to get all the cancer out, and I made a 
full recovery, as well! To be clear: even though I was treated at the Juravinski in Hamilton, their job 
was made much easier because the amazing doctors and staff at HWMH caught it so early.

When you face two catastrophic medical events in one lifetime, there is nothing more 
important than having exceptional health care close to home! 
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My life has changed a lot since I received that second phone call. I realized that I need to take more 
time for myself and I spend more time with family and friends. It’s true: I squeeze my loved ones a 
little bit tighter than I ever did before. Facing my own mortality really put matters into perspective.

I was able to fight my cancer because of the thoroughness of the healthcare teams at the HWMH. 
But the frontline healthcare providers we depend on, are now depending on you. They rely on 
expensive scanners and other equipment to catch devastating health issues as early as possible.

I was surprised to learn that the provincial government doesn’t provide funding for the types of 
equipment that found my cancer or that aided Kim. Those machines are in our hospital thanks to 
the generosity of donors like you. As soon as I heard this, I made a gift. It was the least I could do!

Just as we can’t take our family’s health for granted, we must support our Hospital! 

Will you join me in making a gift to the Dunnville Hospital and Healthcare Foundation? A holiday 
gift this year will not only get your name on DHHF’s Trees of Hope, it will also bring hope and 
better health care to our entire community! Your gift of $50, $100, $250… or any amount that you 
are comfortable giving will go a long way to making sure we keep exceptional health care here at 
home.

Thank you and, from my family to yours, I wish you a very happy holiday season!

Dawn Turnbull 
An extremely Grateful Patient!

P.S. Gifts of $20 or more made before December 31st will be eligible for a 2021 tax receipt. So 
don’t wait; put an ornament on the Trees of Hope today!

Dawn & Kim Turnbull.


